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1 This project was initiated by the government of Vicente Fox. 
2 Much of this article comes from my personal experience doing research on the political control of the past in Mexico.
3 Human Rights Watch, Mexico. Lost in Transition. Bold Ambitions, Limited Results for Human Rights under Fox, 2006 Available at: 
htttp://hrw.org/reports/2006/mexico0506.
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4 On the AGN’s performance, see Kate Doyle, “Forgetting is not Justice,” World Policy Journal, pp. 61-72, (2003); Kate Doyle, “Una 
verdad en construcción,” Proceso 1545: 52-53; Sergio Aguayo and Javier Treviño, “Neither truth nor justice: Mexico’s de facto 
amnesty,” Latin American Perspectives 33 (2): 56-88. 
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5 Human Rights Watch, Mexico. Lost in Transition. Bold Ambitions, Limited Results for Human Rights under Fox, 2006.

6 We could entertain the possibility that the government (which was not entirely democratic) created these institutions to simulate its 
willingness to be accountable to the public, without really changing its behavior; or that; on the other hand, as they developed, the 
institutions acquired these characteristics, producing unintended consequences. For more on the first argument see Erika Morena 

et al., “The Accountability Deficit in Latin America,” in Scott Mainwaring and Christopher Welna (eds.), Democratic Accountability in 

Latin America (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003). For more on the second argument see Paul Pierson, “The limits of design: 
explaining institutional origins and change,” Governance: An International Journal of Policy and Administration, 13(4): 475-499. 
7 To date, the most thorough study of these three types of denial can be found in Stanley Cohen, States of Denial. Knowing About 

Atrocities and Suffering (London: Polity Press, 2005). 
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8 All of these direct quotes were collected during the struggle to get Femospp’s budget. Request forms: 1700007706; 1700007806; 
1700007906; 1700008006; 1700008106; 1700008306; 1700008206; 1700029206; 600034406. Responses: DGPDSC/

UEAI/0175/2006; DGPDSC/UEAI/0176/2006; DGPDSC/UEAI/0177/2006; DGPDSC/UEAI/0178/2006; DGPDSC/UEAI/0179/2006; 

DGPDSC/UEAI/0181/2006; DGPDSC/UEAI/0180/2006; DGPDSC/UEAI/0873/2006; 0138/2006. Audits: 206/06; 205/06; 207/06; 

208/06; 209/06; 210/06; 211/06. 
9 Human Rights Watch, “Justice in Jeopardy: Why Mexico’s First Real Effort to Address Past Abuses Risks Becoming Its Latest 

Failure,” Human Rights Watch 15(4): 1-30, 2003 pp. 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 26 and 27. 
10 This is key in regards to the transparency of the past, because more than often, those who are requesting information were 

victims of abuses and know who their repressors were and what they did. What they are looking for is an official acknowledgment 

of the truth. 
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11 Agreement of the Presidency of the Republic by which, through the power of attorney, diverse methods are made available for 
justice to be served on crimes committed against people linked with social and political movements of the past, Diario Oficial de la 

Federación, 27 November, 2001. 
12 Request Forms 1700066206 and 1700066306. 
13 Sergio Aguayo and Javier Treviño, “Ni verdad ni justicia,” Proceso, 1515: 50-56.
14 Conference with IFAI Commissioner Juan Pablo Guerrero in the Latin American Department of Social Sciences, June 12, 2006.
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