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1 Radioactive catastrophes in different parts of the world such as Windscale, England (in 1957), Idaho Falls, USA (in 1961) and 

Chernobyl, Russia (in 1986), to mention a few. 

2 The principles of the 1972 Stockholm Convention recognized the general principles that would guide different countries’ efforts to 

achieve the over-arching goal: “We all have the right to enjoy an adequate environment.” The principles include the obligation and 

right of society to participate in environmental decisions, given that these reflect a clear social benefit or damage, and the need to 
have informed participation, which implies, as a prerequisite, access to environmental information. 
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3 Chapter II, “Derecho a Información Ambiental,” Articles 159 to 159 6 Bis from the LGEEPA. 

4 Mandated institutions in the environmental sector—SEMARNAT, PROFEPA and other agencies—have fully respected the series 

of transparency obligations and access to information procedures imposed by the LFTAIPG, so that they have substituted the 

procedure and dispositions of the LGEEPA, in matters of access, with those foreseen in the LFTAIPG. 
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5 Article 159 Bis 3 from the LGEEPA. 

6 Article 159 Bis 6 from the LGEEPA.
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7 According to Article 159 Bis 3 of the LGEEPA, all persons have the right of access to “Environmental Information” in power of 

the authorities and defines this concept as: “[…] any information in written, visual or database form that environmental authorities 
have in matters of water, air, land, flora, fauna and natural resources in general, as well as activities or measures that could affect 
them.”

8 Any individual whose right is “diffuse or collective” is not recognized in relation to access to information in these kinds of special 

cases. 


