
MEXICO: IN CRISIS AND UNDER THE SCRUTINY OF THE UN COMMITTE ON 
ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES. 
  
-    For the first time, the Committee will analyze México´s degree of compliance with 
its obligations to victims of enforced or involuntary disappearances. 
 -   The review is done in the context of the crisis of the Mexican State Human Rights, 
legitimacy of their public politics and impunity. 
 -   The conclusions of the Committee should represent a turning point for a thorough 
change in State actions. 
  
Mexico, 29 January 2015.- On 2 and 3 February the Committee Against Enforced 
Disappearances (CED, for its acronym in English) of the United Nations in its 8th 
session held in Geneva, Switzerland, to examine Mexico's degree of compliance with 
the obligations contracted through the International Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearances. 
  
The Committee has received reports submitted by the State on the one hand, and by 
various organizations of civil society on the other. On this occasion, the Committee will 
hold a public dialogue with the Mexican government, and will provide a dedicated 
space for organizations and victims to elaborate its conclusions and recommendations, 
which will be made public on February the 13rd. 2015. 
  
Mexico reaches this meeting being pointed at, nationally and internationally, for using 
forced disappearance, a practice dating from the "dirty war". The State's persistent 
impunity has made possible the more than 23,000 disappearances officially recorded 
until 2014. To this date, according to the State report, only 6 sentences have been 
passed at the federal level for cases of enforced disappearances.  This perpetuates the 
widespread, systematic and unpunished human rights’ violations. 
  
In this context, the enforced disappearance of 43 students of the Normal Rural "Raúl 
Isidro Burgos" Ayotzinapa, in the state of Guerrero, has highlighted the State’s actions 
violating fundamental Human Rights, as well as its failure in conducting proper search 
and investigation that should lead to the whereabouts of the missing students, revealing 
the truth, ensuring appropriate punishment to perpetrators and providing adequate and 
proportional compensation to the victims of such tragic events. 
  
At the same time, the Mexican Government has repeatedly delayed its responses to the 
CED, which in the present context should be high priority. To give but an example, the 
first state report due for submission in December 2012, was submitted in March 2014. 
Similarly, Mexico refused to answer the Committee's request to visit the country during 
2014, delaying its written response which was overmore limited to previous questions 
from the Committee, omitting to address the most critical issues such as the actual 
number of missing persons and the State's action and response to emblematic cases like 
Ayotzinapa. 
  
The lack of transparency and reliable information is one of the limiting factors for a true 
international scrutiny that would enable the implementation of accountability processes 
on an issue that has already been the object of several pronouncements by international 
bodies, both from the United Nations and the Inter-American Human Rights Systems. 
  



To this day, the State has refused to recognize the competence of the Committee for 
hearing both individual complaints and inter-State cases of enforced disappearance. In 
the current Mexican context, this severely limits Human Rights of victims to access 
instances that can ensure their rights under Article 31 of the Convention. Additionally, a 
group of civil society organizations requested since September 8th, 2014 a meeting with 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to raise this issue, and has not received a response yet.  
  
Families of missing persons (Mexicans and migrants), jointly with the undersigning 
organizations members will actively participate in the meetings of the CED Committee 
to demand that not one more person in Mexico disappears ever again, and that the story 
of tens of thousands of missing people is clarified once and for all. For all these reasons, 
the victims’ families and the supporting organizations will never get tired in demanding 
Truth, Justice and Reparation. 
  
 Signing Organizations: 
  
Asociación de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos y Víctimas de Violaciones a los 
Derechos Humanos en México (AFADEM)  
Centro de Derechos Humanos de las Mujeres (CEDEHM) 
Centro de Derechos Humanos  Juan Gerardi 
Centro de Derechos Humanos Miguel Agustín Pro Juárez (Centro Prodh) 
Centro de Derechos Humanos de la Montaña “Tlachinollan” 
Centro de Derechos Humanos Paso del Norte 
Centro Diocesano para los Derechos Humanos Fray Juan de Larios 
Ciudadanos en Apoyo a los Derechos Humanos (CADHAC) 
Comisión Mexicana de Defensa y Promoción de los Derechos Humanos (CMDPDH) 
Comité de Familiares de Detenidos Desaparecidos Hasta Encontrarlos 
Fuerzas Unidas por Nuestros Desaparecidos en México (FUNDEM) 
Fundación Diego Lucero 
Fundación para la Justicia y el Estado Democrático de Derecho (FJEDD) 
FUNDAR, Centro de Análisis e Investigación 
H.I.J.O.S. México 
Idheas, Litigio Estratégico en Derechos Humanos 
Servicios y Asesoría para la Paz (SERAPAZ) 
 


